
CREATE A SENTENCE 
 

Purpose:  Students will work cooperatively to create complete sentences using proper capitalization and 

punctuation. 

 

Suggested Grade Level: 1 - 2 

 

Language Arts SOL: Reading 1.7, 1.8, 2.6 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:   
1. Four sets of a variety of words that can be used to make complete sentences (these should include 

words that can be used as the first word in a sentence/upper case and punctuation) 

2. Four cones or spot markers 

 

Advance Preparation:   

1. Print out and copy 4 sets of the same words on different colored paper.  Each set should be one 

color. One set should be blue; one set should be green, etc. 

2. Set out the four cones so that if a line were drawn, they would create a square or rectangle. 

3. Place all of the cards face down in the middle of the rectangular playing area.  

           

Directions:          
1. Divide students into 4 groups assigning each group to their own cone. 

2. Instruct each group to line up behind a cone and assign each team a color.  

3. Instruct students to take turns going to the center, picking up a piece of paper with a word on it, and 

bringing it back to their group. 

4. Ask the students to tell you what is special about the first word in a sentence (it is upper case).  Ask 

students to tell you what is special about the end of a sentence (there is a punctuation mark). 

5. Continue until all of their color pieces of paper are retrieved from the middle of the playing area. 

6. Instruct groups to use their words to create as many sentences as the papers permit.  Remind them 

they can only have as many sentences as they have uppercase words and punctuation. 

7. Instruct students to perform a specific physical activity (run in place, hop on one foot, etc.) once they 

have created all of their sentences. 

8. Ask each group to take turns reading their sentences to the class. 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. Laminate sheets of paper or use cardstock. 

2. Limit the sentences to two possible per team. 

3. Ensure words can’t be used inappropriately.  

4. 1
st
 grade can use cards from this site: 

http://www.dltk-teach.com/alphabuddies/sequence/sentence.htm  

 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. Have students waiting in line march in place or doing some other physical activity. 

2. Have students in each group have their own individual paper and follow up with each student writing 

their own sentence using the words used in the game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), Williamsburg, 

VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and reproduced without permission 

provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  
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